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Oklahoma Chapter of the Piano Technicians Guild, October 2001

Oklahoma Chapter Grows

Welcome to Rhonda Ringer, piano
technician from Stillwater, who joined
our Oklahoma Chapter at last month's
meeting. Rhonda is 2 graduate of
Okiahoma State University-in Stiliwater
where she majored in education. She has
decided that she enjoys worlang on
pianos just as much as 1eaching and is
focusing on her work with piancs. We
are happy o have her join our group.
Rhonda is our third new member for this

Convention Here in 2003?

The 2001 Texas State Association
PTG Convention for this vear is
currently underway in Ariington, Texas,
and Norman Ceantrel] RPT is
representing our chapter there mn offering
Oklahoma City as the location for next
vear's convention. The proposal lo
submit this offer was unanimously
accepted ot lagt month’s meeting. IF
Oklahoma becomes the host chapter we
will seek 1o change the date 1o spring,
henece 2003,

October Meeting

When
Thursday, October 18, 2001, 2:30 am.

Where

Crary Bruce’s house (we will be mecting
in the gurage area) 1313 Cedzr View,
Cedar View is off of Brysnt Street on the
eost side of Edmond. Cedar View 1s
between 15" and 23™ Streets and
directly seross from Acre View Pet
Hospital. You will furm west on lo Cedar
View and Gary’s house is ' block

down, If you get lost, call hiscell phone
& (405) 413-8863.

Technical Presentation

Boh Schesr will be hringing a verical
neton from his collection and Gary
Bruge RPT will show us how to repluce
hommer butt springs.

xtra Feoture

Viece President Bob Scheer BRPT,
Norman Cantrell RPT, and Don Bonds
Associate will be banging back their
impressions of the TSA Convention
which in¢luded an sll-dav semanar with
Del Fandrich.




When Music Is All You Have

Walter Van Tilburg Clark wrote “The Poriable Phonograph® during World War I.I Thiz 18
“an excerpt of his slory. The setting 15 fictional, depicting survivors in o deserted war zone who
have escaped from the city and are living in bombed-out creters and mine tunnels of the battle,
Doctor Jenkins lives alane in a hole sbove a river. This winter night he 15 hosting three other men.

“When | perceived what was happenmg,” he said, 7] told mysell, *1 is the end, Teannot
zake much; | will ke these L0

“You wigh to hear the phonograph,” he said grudomgly.

The two middie-aged men stared into the fire, unable 10 formulate and cxpose the
enarmity nf their desire. )

The young man, however, said snxiously, hetween suppressed conghs, “Oh, pleaze,” like
an excited child.

The nld man eoee sosin i hie difficult way, and went to the hacloof the cell. He returned
and placed wnﬂerbr poan Seenackied floos, whese the firelight might f211 opon it sn old, portsble.
‘phonographin 3 black cise. He smoothed the wop with his hand. 1 have been using thoms as
needles.” he siid, “But tonight, beeause wehave 2 musician nmnng 15" he hent his head to the
young man—"1 will use a steel peedle. There are only three left, . ., The records, thoogh, ares
different marier. Already they zre very won. T do not play them more than ance a weele, One,
omoe u weel, that is what I allow myself”

He hed & dogen records with luxuriant gold and red se2ls. Even in that light the others
could see that the threads of the records were becoming wamn. Slowly he'read out the tites,: and
the tremendous, dead fames of the compasers snd the ertists and the archestras. The three worked
upon the nemes tn their minds, carefully. Tt was difficult 1o select from such & wesilth what they
woldat once most like do remember. - . The musnciin S:]emed;:_l}'ebugsy aociurne. The athers
considered and approved.,

At the first notes of the plano the listeners were stariled. They starcdt cach other. Even
the musician lifted fis hedd in amazement, but then quickly howed it ‘again. . .. They were all
listening deeply, withoir mavement. . . . The individual, defeciable presences: sw‘cpt into & suddcn
tide of unbearzble beautiful disﬁnrrancr, and then continued fully swelling and ebbing of that tde.
Every sound was piercing and singularty sweet. ... At the final, whispermg-dizappeerance [the
musician] let his head fall back in agany .. - umtil the others were'silent, and until they began o
breathe again normally,

Cuickly Dactor Jenkins lifted the needlc off, fo save it, and rot to spord the recallection
with seraping. “Come again,” he mvited, “in @ week. We will have 1Gershwin's] "New York:™
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