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y President’s Message

Here we go! Another school year awaits
those who without fear mtack the world of
overheated, under heated, wo dry, wo moist, and
‘spmetimes just (oo old pianos that are lurking in
classrooms,  auditoriums, and practice Tooms
throughout the United States of Americe. Never
fear for he who can leap over tall uprights in a
single bound, is faster than g speeding caster, nnd
can bend #1 bass strings with his bare hands is
here, SUPER TUNER!

It has been said, vou can sometimes
recognize SUPER TUNER by gum bottomed
shoes or clothing that is dyed with colors not
opeurring naturally on planet carth. It as also
possible that he might be camying large bags
containing 1ools thal no other person in the
universe: has seen before.  Occasionally it

appears that there is more than one SUPER The Sooner Tuner

_‘I'UN'ER, Maybe SUPER. TUNER can duplicate Is the monthly publication of the Oklahoma
himself. It seems as though they meet at certain Chapter of the Piano Technicians Guild, Jnc.
times of the month, possible in conjunction with Norman Cantrell, RPT. Editor. All articles
the phases of the moon or other heavenly bodies. may be reproduced withow further
They discuss new and old 1005 by which they permission. Please credit the author and
bring delinquent pianos into alignment with the publication. Send contributions to: Normam
ey bt niveres s oy Olhet; ploblcms, Cuntrell, Editor; The Sooner Tuner; 6730
(including psychological ones that am sure after Embassy Circle; Lawton, OK 73303

reading this president’s message many  will
conclude this writer possesses.) Now the editor

“AN expressions of opinion and all sialements
of this paper will be giving the dates of finture s .G oni e

meetings and 1 hope all wall mark them on their authority of the author as listed and are not to
schedules. Don't miss out on the knowledge and b regarded as expressing the views of this
fan: chapter or af the Plano Technicians CGuild

: wnless such statements and opinions have
Sincerely, been udopred by this chapier or the Guild. ™
Ben Davis, RPT
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NORM'S NONCENTS

1 hope everyope has found 2 way
stay cool Jately. | hove updsted-all
of the oificer’s e-mail addresses so
they should be' pecurate  Tf Is
interesting to s just how creative
poople are with e-mail addresses: If
you we wondering just what was.
going through my mind when T
devised mine the trth i3 that with 8
family of five and only 8 cheracters

allowed by my pronader we had o

be creative, To be fur we used the
first initial 'of all family members
plus the firsd 3 letiers of our lasz
name,

Speaking of being on fioe, | have
discovered that several chapters dre
taking wdvaniage of technotogy- by
sending their chapler newsbetlers vis
the intermer, 1 am currently uging
M5 Werd 97 for publishing this tas
an if wou would be interested and
are compatible let me know, This
would allow the chapter 1o save &
few bueky on printing and postage.
Il for some reszon o doesn't wosk
“'Im alwayes go back' 10 =uail
i1 11

Norman Cantrell, RPT

Bridging the Gap With Epoxy

This past spring T rebuilt & Stefnway model B for a customer. One
of the procedures [ employed wis replacing the bridge pins in both
bridges. 1 first heard obout this technique from Walt Comnell in Dallas,
Gramted the brdges were not split oot but like many older pranos they had
the hairline stress cracks around the basz of the pins on the czp. |
measured the old pins and removed them with a pair of pliers. Mest of
thern shid right out with onfystighs resistance. 1 only had one take & small
prece of the cap with it as it exited. Omcethey. were rianoved T lightly
sanded the bridge cap just enough 1o remove the graphite and de-barr the
nmholos Oinee this was done [ began mMuFHIImgthghulmwah
cpoxy. Thie epoxy 1 used was from Epoxy Technolopy. Their address is
Eposy Technology; 14 Forune; Billerics, MS 01821, The phone number

is 1-B00-227-2201. The epoxy 1 used is their @301 which is very thin. 1i

i thin enough that | was able to apply it 1o the pin holes using o lypo
oiler.

The trick 1o applving the epoxy to the brdge pin holes is o place
the needle all the way into the hole 50 that it bottoms out and then install
the cpoxv. Il vou frv fifling from the top down bubbles result which are
difficult 1o remove. One nice thing shout this paricular eponxy 15 that the
pot life is spproximately one hour giving you plenty of time o work, |
did have 1o mix two batches as there are 5 lat of holes 1o fill on a prmo
brdge. This epoxy is so thin that | had o make rwo applications and refill
the holes. 1t appears thar the epoxy is wicking into the wood in the smme
way that CA glue wicks infoa pinhlock

Umece the cpoxy has cured which is in 24 hours one simply hins to
re-graphite the bridge cap and re-drill the pin holes before installing the
new pins. 1 | were todo this-again | would buy one of those flex shafis
fior ey drill as the electric drill motor got heavy as 1 was streiched out
over the center of the soundboard. 1 'used numbered drill bits that
cormesponded 10 the bridge pin sizes and mode a simple jig to help angle
the bit in the right dircction. Most of the pin holes had a slight dimple
where the epoxy had wicked down into the wood so locating the
placement of the pins was not hard 1f there is a notching problem one
could always make a third pass (o fill the holes completely and nolch
nocordingly.

When | installed the bridea pins the holes were tight enough that 1
had to drive the pins mto the bridee. 1 had (o remove o couple because T
sl ot drilled the hole quite deep enough and it took more than juse 4
slight tug on the pin with the plicrs to remove it After all the ping were
nsinlled | used n file to fatten the tops of the pins like on & new pinno.
The end result was a bridge that looked like new and 1 felt confident that i
was solid ns the doy it Teft the factory if not more 0. | would certainly
rocommend this procedure on good pramos and even on furly decent
pinnos that had bridge problems. This epoxy is not cheap and it behaves
completely differenily than anything vou can get in the local hardware or
home cenler,
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calenda,

September 21
“Edmaond Music @ & 30
Peter Kraus
Tools & Tips for Action Preparation

October 6-8
TSA
Shreveport, LA

October 19

Bob Scheer
Post Grand Regulation
Pre Hammer Voicing

MNovember 16

Ta be announced

Piano Proverbs

Real integrity stays in place whether the
test is adversity or prosperity. If you
really have integrity, a demation or
promotion won't chonge you, Your inner

care won't be dislodged.
Charles B Swindoll, The Brige

Wateh Out far Dueks!

Fabe Johnny. and Billy Bob went to.the roden;
Unfortunately, ¢ big bull jumped the fence into the

‘apectarorsand they were trampled 1o death Being goad

God-fearing mien, they ascended to Heaven whese they
were met &t the Pearly Gates by 52, Peter. He said,
“Weltome 1o Heaven, gemlemen. E'mesure vou'llbe guite
comforteble bere, bur T must warm vou that we da have aur
rulesin Heaven. Tf you brénk them you will b punished.
Ore rule is never step on & duck 1P you steg on a duck, the
duck quicks, then they all quuck, and 7t just gocs oa end
on” ; ;

That sounded simple enough They passed
through the Pearly Gates and were surprised to fnd ther
were ducks everywhere! Inno time at all, Jake stepped on
ome: The duck quacked: then they all quecked, they made
& verrible rackerand U just wenl on and on

Prety scon-zlong canie St. Petzr wath a 1esmibly
Bomiey Woman in tow.

“T wamed vou that if vou broke the duck nude, you'd be
punished,”

He chained the bomely woman 1o Jake and said, =Yoo wall
be tagether foréver,” wnd walked awiy.

Sometime later, despite his:best efforts. Johnny,
accdenially slepped on'a duck . the duck quacked, then
they &l quacked snd made a 1errible commotiod that jus:
werm on Bad on.

Sure encugh, stong came. SE Peter with an evep homelier
woinan, "1 wamed you that if you broke the duck mie
vou'd be pumished.”

With thit, he chained the woman to Johnny and said, “The
tworof you will be Topether for-all etemity,” and waiked:
A

Well Billy Bob wis very carefol not to stepon &
duci. One doy 5L Peter cume along with a drop desd
porpenes blovde. He chained ber to Billy Bob and said,
“Y'oi will be together now and fopever more, ™ and walked
WY,

Billy Bob exclaimed, “Weow, 1 wonder wiis T did
1o deserve thig?! -

“1 don’t know abiout you,” said the beantifinl woman —But
I stepped on o duck.. "

For Sale

Sparlock Grand Hammer Hanging Jig
4500
{Current resail §100.00)
Keybed Action Suppornt 525,00
{Cutrent Retail $45.00)
Comtact Keith McGavern
405 275-8600
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Okie Doakie Piano Supply
Have you been having trouble lately with BACK TO SCHOOL SALE!
people renting your pianos and then moving off
to who knows where? We have the solution for Piano 30 coffee mugs S.50en

you. Lasi month we mentioned the wonderiul
opportumity - we  have 1o pariner with the
government surplus people.  We are proud 1o
announce that your piano location troubles are
over. We have obtmined several dozen Global
Positioming  Guidance components  from  the
military.  With just o fow minor modifications
Melvin in R & D assures me that you can now
track vour rental pianos with ease, That's right
you'll mever lose a rental piano agam,

Rental Piano GPS Trunsponder 569.95

The Socner Tuner
6730 Embassy Circle
Lawton, OK 73305
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{ Yes they-arc factory seconds)

Pinno JHN) coffee mugs 51.50ea
(Y'es they're print emrors but you
can il wse them in the future)

Yelero Pen & Pencil set 58.50
Attaches nicely 1o the sun visor of vour car

Okie Donkie Piano Supply “T™ Shirts
$15.00

Many more items (00 numerous fo mention!




