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Presivent's Message

1 have talked with several of you in the
Izst few days and the fecling seems to be some-
what consistent from everyone. That iz, it is nice
to have life slow down just a tad after a busy
school year. This is always a good time to take a
day off to go fishing or the like. 1t is also 2 good
time to catch up on paper work, shop projects
and honey-dos.

Well [ guess it is time to c2ll an end to
my presidency. | have served in' this office for
the past four years. It has been nice to welcome
a few new members Inte our fold in that tme pe-
riod. We have also had a few people move out of
the area and of course Jesse Lyons has passed
on. Peaple and arganizations all go through cy-
cles and phases. The Oklnhoma Chapter iz still
strong in numbers and we still hold mestings
maonthly. 1t hog been a while since we had a proj-
ect Uke n seminar or rebuild to focus our atten-
tion and perhapd something like that ean be
sdopted in the future. | think we have a
great chuptor for several ressons, | suppose our
greatest strength s our willingniess to share in-
formation with one another and bail each other
ot when one of us gets stuck with either a prob-
lem or a time crunch. We are willing to refer
servioes o our competitors one day and help ex-
plain how a procedure works the next. 1 don't
gel that same feeling from other chaplers in
other areas of the country. Afier having moved
out of OKC I have come 1o realize the quafity of
wark being done there. By and large the pianns
are reoiving more than adequate servios. That
being said, don't slack off in quality and continoe
to strive for excellence in your work: It is amar-
ing what an extra five minutes built into. your
service call to just take care of a few “little things"

overall performance. of your cuslomer’s piano.
Thanks for putting up with me a president. [ will
continge to be arcund to help in any way 1 canin
the futnre.

Sincerely, Norman Cantrell, RFT

(" The nominating committee had)
met and presents the following persons
for office for the year 2000-2001:
SELTEEAMY...oovrianinesiions Keith McGavemn

Newsletter Editor..........Norman Cantrell

The election will be at the June
meeting on the 15th. The floor will be
open to entertain other nominations at
{t\ﬁtﬂma. Your input is vitall _/

Next Meeting:

June 15
Soundboard Crack Repair
With Bob Scheer

3309 Hunting Hawk Circle
Edmond, OK 73013
341-8668




Sludgebegone

Sometimes knowledge just gets
lost, even when it's somewhere in the
literature for everyone to read. Every
once in a while | hear or read a discus—
sion of what to do about “Steinway
sludge,” the green stuff that makes old
actions sluggish. Solutions to this have
varied over the years. First it was
“replace all the affected action parts,” so
lots of topstack sets got thrown away at
huge expense to owners. Then it was
“repin all affected parts,” so lots of
technicians burned up their time in the
dreadful process of repining sets of
shank/flanges and repetitions. Now it's
Protec {($120 a gallon) to clean and lu-
bricate. Nobody ever seems to remem-—
ber the elegantly easy, cheap fix.

Around 1969 PTG President Ken
Kadwell wrote a journal article to repart
his sirccess in using common dry clean—
ing fiuid (Picrin, Zep-5olv, etc.) to dis—
solve verdigris (the green stuff) and re—
store flanges to perfect working order. |
read this article around 1980 When | in-
herited a pile of old journals. It's always
worked perfectly, with no recurrences,

Dry cleaning fluld comes in a gal-
lon can for-about $20. Makes me won-
der if Protec is [ust a dry cleaning for-
mula with teflon or nylon added. You
remove the topstack. use a needle
tipped applicator bottle to squirt the
fluid on each bushing for 5 seconds
while vigorously exercising the flange.
Sometimes use a second application and
more exercise. Where the part swings
freely, move on. |.did a set of shank/
flanges this way last week. It took 45
minutes and the fluid cost less than 2
huclks.

Steinway used paraffin to
“permanently” lubricate action flanges
and various parts of the pedal systems,
from sometime in the ;late 1800’

through the 1930's. Worked great for
a while, but eventually the paraffin re—
acted chemically with center pins to
produce the green stuff, which can
make an otherwise perfectly qood pi-
ano action feel stff, heavy and un-
playable. Every year | find 2 or 3 of
these pianos that have been sleeping
in a parlor for decades because they
can',t be played and no one has
known how to fix them. The effect of
fluid cleaning plus regulation, twning ,
and volcing Is miraculous and fun—the
piano wakes up.

Peter Krauss




June PTG Meeting
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mission of the Plano Technidans Guild is
the highest possible standards for piano
by providing members with oppoctunithes

promote
SErvice
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=41l expressions of opinion and all statements of supposed facta
are published on the authority of the author as listed and are not to be
regarded as expressing the views of this Chapter or of the Piano Tech-
nicinns Guild unless such statements or opinions have been adopted
be the Chapter or the Guild.”

PO Box 359 ey =
Luther, OK 73054

Keith McGavern RET
P.0. Box 1585
Shawnee, OK 74802
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