THE SOONER TUNER

NEWSLETTER OF THE OKLAHOMA CHAPTER
0OF THE PIANO TECHNICIANS GUILD, INC.

EEEPY TOANEEGTUTNG?

PRESIDENT 'S
MESSAGE

Last week |
spoke wlth Beb
Johnson, our
reglonal vice-
presidenl. He shared an idea
thal he has been developing for
Oklshoma plane téechnlcians, and
I think you will anjoy getting
In on Lhis. We aill work with
tools, and some of our best
gharing times Involve new Lools
or uses of tools In our trads.
That's why we used the nams
“Leol show" In owr reglonal
event two years ago, and It's
why meost every auccessiul
workshops semlnar committee
enlists al least one plano tool
and perts suppller to display
his wares.

Bob has spoken wilh Bob
Marinelll of Planotek about
comlng to Oklahomn some
Saturdey In March for a one-day
workshop. Cost would ©be
minimal, and would Include
lunch. The princlple technical

focusd would be on key repeirs.
All persons invelved In plano
serviece throughout Oklahoma
would be Invited and encouraged

te attend, PTG affiliated or
nol . We might f(ind zome
recrults for our chaplter and

subscribers to Lhe Sooner Tuner
In the procoess.

{zee President's, pg. 3

UPCOMING EVENTS

NOVEHBER 11,

EDMOND

3:00 P.H.

CHAPTER MEETING
LIBRARY, 10 S. BOULEVARD
TO S:00 P.M.

VIDED PRESENTATION

CHRISTHAS POT LUCK BANQUET
AT DAVID BONHAM'S
DECEMBER 3 AT 6:30 P.M.

in this issue..,

Pranidant 's Mexxage

Nora's MNeacenls
Flapo Prevsrchs

I*ve Gol Rbylhe

Bok Esrmbolf

Kiliag labsl
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The Sooner Tunwvr |s
the mont hly
publication of Gthe
Oklahomi Chepter of

t h o Pl a n o
Technlclians Gulld,
Ino.; Normen
o Cantrell, Assoclate,
Edltor. Al
et articles may, be
reprodoced wilhout
pr 2 further permisslon.
Sond contribul lons
e to: Norman
Cantrell, Editor;
i The Sooner Tuner:
2251 NW 15th;
Oklahoma City, [+].4
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NORM'S
NONCENTS

Let me begin this moenth by
saharing a loss I have suffered and we
as BTG have suffered. As you know [
exchange nowsletters with other
chapters across the natien &nid aven
with the Vancouver chapter in Canada.
I recejved last month's WVancouwver
Beat and was shocked to learn that

Eheir newsletber editor, Robert
Bayley had been killed In 2 car
accident. I have never meét Robert

personally but after corresponding
with him owver the Last Ethreep years
through Ehe nawsletter T feel T knew
AL least & pact of him. He wWas the
first newsletier editor with whom I
exchanged newslebtters and he has
published a couple of my arkicles In
their newsletfer and T have published
a couple of his. [ will miz=s him and
his wit and would like to dedicate
this 15sue to his memory.

ABfter Lthis brilef 'dedieation I
would llke Eo disecuss the subiect of
wriker's block, Weitezs block is
that sudden lack. oF ‘further Ideasz
which plague a wrlter from time to
Elme. While writing thlis column - -for
instance on more khan gne ocecasion I
have suffered from chronic Weiter's
block. This: wvsually rfezulbs from
fatigue, a tather anlnteresting
bBrogdcast of "WORLD NEWS-TONIGHT™, or

some other related .phenomenon. 3
have come Eo reallize that this may in

fact: be! one of the contzibuting
factors to the récent lack of
contributions by tThe readershlp.

While writer's block can be overcome
by-plaglarism or evean Nnonsense-a more
positive solution fis when subject
matter of substance can be brought to
bear upon the weltten page.

While T in no way claim to be an
aunthority on the available solutiocns
to this malady, I will explore some
possibllitie=s. One can always move
to another suhject trylng te glean
some inspiratien. TIE this 12 found
unpalatable I sSuppose ong could
always do somethling vEterly
distasteful, 1like cleanling the
toilet in a public school, !n order
ko mOre fully appreclate the
simplicity and beauvty of writlng as
an alternpate career.

I suppose that
suffer Efrom an aver
writer's block theres would be. no
fturther communication. That would
Indeed be an unprofitable situation
unless it occiurred only to political
speech ‘writers or ‘the writera of
infomerclals. Let'a all hope that
thi= editor i= not Eurther !nfected
with Ehils disease.

1f° one were to
abundance of

Horman Cantrell, ED. 3
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I've Got Rhythm!

! hate to werk In the evenlpgs. Mony
times o customer will call and wanl me to
tupe Lhelr plano, bubt they den't get home
anti]l T:00 p.m. They are trylng to gel me
to work on Saturday or Even worse, to work
late In the evenlng. My blologlcal clock
is sel to work less and less efflclently
later on In the day, and I would prefer Lo
work early, 2o this Is what 1 have starled
dolng. For those customers who want me to
come after work or on -Saturdays, I oifer
to come In the morning BEFORE bthey go to
work, no matter how early they need Lo
leave. | tell them that [f they trust me,
I wlll lock the door or punch the garage
door opener and run oot through the
garage. I they need to leave at T:15, 1
try to arrive al T:00. This wey I can meel

them, gal started, and know about what Lhe
Jub ls polng Lo take. 1 wark best warly
In the desy, and 1f I starl wearly, I will

be conslderably ahead by noon.

Recognizlng what time of the day you
work most efficlently Ls Importantl. A
person who ls anp esrly blrd will do his
best tuning during thet early part of the
day, The night owls (like our estesmed
Presidant Bonham) thrive on afterncon and
evenlng work, and that is alrlight too!
The cowmpromisze between workinmg when our
biologlecal rhythms allow us to do our very

best work and agreelng an & good time
for tuning cur customars planos is
Important Le the quallty of Lhe Job, and

beling able to do the business that shows
up at our door or phone.

We hed a great meetlng at Groandy's in
October, We had some good fellowshlp, we
learned aboul phone stiguette and Norman
made a good polnt about checklng our own
answer lng machine messages. I am stil}
trying te get Huah Limbaugh or Ronald
Regan to do my lapes Lor my machlne.

Tim Hast, RPT J
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We need your collective
knowledge of whe is out there
toning and repailring pianos

to formulate sur inwvitation
1ist. Albert Evans is
putting the 1lst  on his

computer, so call him or mall

him names wou have ox bring
them to our’ next chapter
meeting.

I look Eorward to esseing
vou &t the Edmond Public
Library next Thursday. 1
have rented Lwes wvideotapes
from the Hatlenal DTS office
to previde our technical
input this <Time. Each 1is
twenty miputes long.  They
cover areaas of stress
{(plates, pinblocks, etc.) and

action center work, See you
theral
David Bonham, President ]
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Hello ERiE is
Bob Barnhoff and this
i= Tuner Talk, Lakls
check the mailbag Eor
thil= month.

Dear: Bob':

I was wondering why more piano
tuners doen't advertise on television
doring the late nlight news. I have
noticed 4 relative f£lood of ecar
dealershlps vsing this Eime slot and
I Ehink Ehere would be Some
potential in this market.

ddvertising ln Antlers

The Sconar Tuner
2251 HW 19th
Oklahomd City,

g 73107

IOWER AT

Bob Barnhoff

Dear Advertising:

I think you would be unwise to
use this advertising med & um
especially durling the time slokt ‘vou
menkion. The cost would pot be the
majoxr. abstacle for most of ‘the
wealthy GCtuners I know, but the
vigwal Fmpact of all those piano
tuners parading arcund in peoples
living rooms might be overwhelmlng.
Let's face 1k the general public
isn't prepared for the preclslon,
expertise, and pverall
professionalism of the averags piano
techniclan.

Bob
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