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PRESIDENT'S

HESSACE
I've had a
couple of

o nirnig's
recently that
caused me to
ask myself |E
I had been
properly thankful duouring
the cool and dry =aeason.
When I have to pull the
piteh down and my acm
gets ‘stuck Eo the damp
and waxed finish of the
piano I am reminded of
how much T prefer to pull
a plano yp to pitch.
Pinblocks can really feal
spongy this time of year.
Of course thara are
things I love about this
time of year, such as the
swimming and water skling
actlivities, w®so I won't
complaln Eao . much.
Ancther observation
about:. Etunlnga Eecently
has to do with pin
setting technigue.
Whether you pull each
string up to pltch or
down te pltch, I've
become convinced that
unlform Ereatment of each

ztrlng 1s important to
maximlze tunling
stability. It Some

strings have te be pulled
gp and others down then
{Eee President's pg 3}

UPCOMING
EVENTS

NEXT MEETING. JUNE 17TH 7:00 P.M.
AT THE O.U.

JULY 14-18 NATITONAL CONVENTION,
HMILWAUKEE WISCONSIN

JULY 24 'CHAPTER MEETING 2:00 P.M.
AT ALBERT EVANS PIANO STORE

AUGUST 21

CHAPTER PICNIC TIME: TO BE
ANNOUNCED PLACE: DAVID BONHAH'S
HOME ON SKI ISLAND

PIAND SHOP
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NORM'S NONCENTS

Last month Tim provided an excellent
technical presentation over the uses of the
computer in the piano business, 1 am
considering sSwitching my bookkeeping to
Quicken (the program Tim demonstrated). I
thought I would relate some of the uses I
have found Eor my computer and tell cf my
Journsy into becoming a "compubter juonkiae™.

I fought the lIdea of comouters in my
buslness for seweral years clting auch
reasons as expense and lack: of technical
knowledge and zkill to operate 4 conputer.
Hy mother-in-law had a computer which T
woild eccasionally play games on when we
would wvisit, but I never got into any
serious usage. [ also have a frlend who
has urged me for years to enter the
computer era. He bas been the president of
the Oklahoma Ciky PC Ussrs Group.

When my mather-in-law uvpgraded her
aystem last year I got her old computer. I
was intimidated by this machine bot I
determined that it would not get the best
of me. [ began to use the Word Perfect
program and began slowly Lo understand the
Ins and outs of lbs capabilities: I am no
expert but T Eind 1t is an extremely
valuable progoam. I Instalied my Eirst
program,  which' Was Che As-Facy-3As program.
When I flrst turned this program oo £
stared at 3 blank screen for hours since
the program did, not come wWith any
Instroctions. After pecking arcund on the
keyboard I discovered the menus to help me
utilize its funcktions. This process of hik
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and miss was begimning to  have serlous
implicstions, Tt seemed the more 1 learned
sbout the compoter the more 1 wanted to
knowWt

1 discoversed how to use the Word Perfect
program to pull up the manual for Ae-Easy-
As and lster to print it out, This
accomplishment only fed my desice for more,
Ltater I was discovering how to control my
printer to help align mergins and actually.
begln to tell it what to do. I was
atarting to "program'.

I kngw 1 w=s in trouble when my wWife
went ook and bought me a clock and placed
it over my desk. This was an attempt on
her part to help m= monitor the amount of
time I wes spending at the keyboard. It
vk a nice gesture, but a futile attempt as
"eomputeritis®™ was  now overwhelmingly
entrenched in my system.

1 began not to rise in the morning but
Instead to "boot uwp". 1 was no lopger
analyzing problems at work but instead 1
was configuring the system and execubing
comrands to interface.

I knew T was approaching a dangercus
lewel when I began to worder whether or not
1 had had my compuber Elme(Mfix") for Ehe.
day. I won't say that I am ready to
renounce the use of computers because they
are extremely helpful to organize, sorct,
word process, do financial calculations,
etc., but [ am beginning to take a more
reallstlc approach to llfe. I am even
thinking of forming a Compubters Rnonymous
chapter. Wish me luck.

Nerman Cantrell, ED ]
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when the humidity changss the owverall
tension of the atrings, there will b= more
varlance Lebteen the individual strings. I
prefer’ to-start below piteh and pull a
trace sharp, Elnizhing with backing off the
lever to take the torque ocut of the pin
without turnlng it  backwards in the
pinhlock— ail done while striking the key
firmly several Cimes. Whatever. your
technique, be consistent apd check your
rasults.

1 enjoyed celebrating Robert (ualls 90th
birthday ‘at the last chapter mesting. I
hope to see you on the 17th.

David Bonham, President )

TECHNICAL TIP

The £irst tip lz a reminder thsat while
pecformlng yacd wock or gardening, be sure
to wear some gorb of hearing protection.
Inexpenslive ear plugs are avalilable from
most hardware stores and are more than
worth a couple of bucks in our professlion

The second tip concerns removing and
reinstslling  dampers In vertical ‘piano
a;tlnrs. IE you need to remewe a dasper
lever from a plano this can be: peErformed
without removing the action. You man want
to remove the action bolts and Lilt the
actlon out to give a 1lttle mwore clesrance
while removing and installing the dacper
levers. The removal l8 no real problem
but, the linstallation 15 somewhat a
different story slnce the damper spring
Eends to push the Elange downward making LE
difffcult to relocate 1t on'the rail, X
simple solutlon s ko use @ piece ofF sllk
cord {braided fishing line) about 14" long.
Hold the two ends together and place the
locped center in the grove of the damper
flange, MNow apply encugh tension an the
string to make the f£lange 90= Erom the
lever. Wrap the ends around the damper
screw a couple of Eimes to keep the tension
on the flange while relnstalling in the
pianc. Once you have started the scréw
Ehreads but before completely tightening,
remove the string.

Horman Cantrell, Bd. J

THE MINUTES

Last meeting: May 15,
2:00 p.m. at Tim Hast
Plano shop.

toalled to order by David

Bonham, Fresident
follawed by a -sllent
invocation.

*Minuktes and Treasurer's reports read and
approved. Preésented by Hathan' Sobel.
Chapter Bank Balance $2251.64

*Hawslettar Report by NHorman Cantrell—
renewa]l letters sent to non chapter members
to continue to receive npewsletter 2
renewals had been recelved.

iprograns & -arrengements. Hext meeting,
June 17th 8t U Ross Trawick Minl Tech on
Key Trlmming Tips & Tidbits

July 24th——Albert Evans Plano Shop; Gene
Black Minl Tech on doping a pinblock using
an IV jig.

magust 21st—Plenic &t Bonbams

September buying & selling pianos
tHomlnating committes reéport-—slate DE
officers nominsted and elected to retain
same plElcers a3 last year.

fLetter from Collette Collier for support
of national office of Sec—Treas was read Dy
members, no ackion taken.

proposed new. committes formatlion to
promote locsl PTG swereness. Proposel by
Norman Cantrell motion tabled till next
meeting.

*Terhnical on  compoters by Tim  Hast
followed by cake and ice cream for Bob
ualls birthday.

Nathan Sobel, Secretary-Treasurer )

COMMITTEE PROPOSAL NOTICE

The tollowing proposal was discussed at the last
chapter meeting and tabled In 1leu of notice and
Forther discussion ab the next seeling.

Preposgl; A new committes be foraed for [he
purpose of lecal promotice of PFF among Lhe general
publfe.  This comslttee would be charged with
fnvestigating metheds of advertising and prosotion
of PG and PTG activities. A1l goch propotions
would be subject to chapter approval,

Proposal by Norman CanCrell, Asscd.
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Hello thls 1s BHob
Barnhoff and this s
Tuner Talk. Welre
running short on
space so let's check
the mailbag.

Dear Bob:

In light of the recent proposed
BTU tax by President Clinton, I was
wondering just what, 1E any affect
it would have on the piano industry.
Will there be an impact only on
manufacturing, or could there be
other impllcatlons?

Slncerely,
Over—taxed in
Tahleguah

The Booner Tunep
2251 NW 18tk °
Okla City, oK 73107

PR AR

WiTH

Bob Barnhoff

Dear Over-taxed:

¥You are right to be concernsd
over the BTU tax. There are surely

ko be increased prices on pianocs
becapse of the ensrgy u=ed ko
manufacture them &3 well as the

transportation fuel. Don'f forget
that durling concerts the body heat
of the audlience collects and causes
a greater need for air-conditiening.
Hot to mentlion the heat expounded by
the concert artist himself. These
BTU's will have to be taxed and the
only source of revenue will ‘be
ticket sales. Pechaps there could
be s=ome rellef from the Natiopal
Endowment Eor the Hrts but don't
count on L.

Bob
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