THE S500KER TOUNER

NEWSLETTER OF THE OKLAHOMA CHAPTER

OF THE PISND TECHNICIENS GUILD, INC.

Froegident's Mazsase

Wow! What & weekend... I
wiag surely proud of our chaptzr
and the whole geminar avent.
Wilh Gary bruce ab . the lead =md
sach of us doing our part, the
Mid-America Workshop and Tool
Show wae = erosl sicecasl Over
eighty Technieians sttended, in-
cluding psople from at least
nine states, I wae great To
weleome our national presldent,
Nolan Zeringue) our vice presi-
dent, Ferm Hunry: and our rs—
gional vige president, Leon
Speir. 'Ths clnrqqg were greatl,
thea banquat wae fun, and Lhe at-
mosphers was warm =nd congerdal.
Nick 'Gravagne, our guest soumd-
board gpscizlist from Now Mexicod
had this to say, °I've been %o
plenty of theso seminsra. It's.
not uncommeon for them $o run
pretiy amuathly and businegs-
Iike, but LhEF generally feel
Xind of cool. This one was hotl"

I could go on gnd on about
thig, but I711 justiolods with

my sincerest Thank You to all
u? ¥ou who made Lhis evenl such
a success. Scome of us had our
doubts snd worries, but Logeiher
we proved how well wa. oan wotk
together. ©Speclsl thanks %o
Cary Brice and Danny HBoome-
See you st the next meeting,

David Bonham, RTL
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Meetinge in Haview

The February meeting teoak
plaéce at Norman Cenirell's
ghop. Thiz mesting did not
have 8 Technical =5 we were
bugy =8 litlle besvers pra=
paring for the Spring Seminsr.

The anly business thAt Look
placa was digcugsion of the Tut-
urce ¢f the Reglonal Seminar and

-a raise In price of the newa-

letter Tor non-members. The
new price per yoar lg §10.00

&% the lzst maeulng Wwa  had
11 in abtendance, including one
Firet time suest Terry Fowler
of-0KC. Eemﬂmb&r, a chapter is
only as strong as the number
who participate. There is a lot
to be lesrned from the techni-
czls that are given. I wonld
like to snmeourmge those of you
who. have not come to a meeting
To come check it out, It is
well worth it.

Mathan Sobel, Secretary-lreas.
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Norm's Noncents:

I really enjoyed having the
opportunity o halp host the
Spring Seminsr. For thése of
you who mizsed the businass
meeting on Friday night the
izgue of whether or not to con-
+winoe the exiptence of tha
Regional Spvlng Seminar wea re-
solved, Aflepr much dispussion
the vote pame back posltive:
There will continue to be a
spring Seminar mgiwell @8 A8
Texas State AsSsociation Sem-
inar in the fall, Parhaps in
.anothey Tour on five years we
will have an oppertunity to
ence 2gain serve Bs hoote.

T wigh To personally thank
Gary Bruce for a job very well
done. Also a Special thanks fo
Jan for giving Gary and his time
To-u5. A% least from my per-
epeciive thlngu went very well
indaed. T won't say everything
werntt perfectly but T do balieva
everyone had a very positive
eXperience.

There -was & lot of good tec-
nical enformation and Téllow-
ehip but I found the session
Friday night during the Tool
Shew wery rewarding and en-
lightening: Don WMorton of
Pacific Pianoe Supply provided
a2 unigue and personal perspect-
ive of the plano industry since
befors World W=r I. T heope you
Took aﬁvantaga of this session
and that i1 alse meant a lot to
you.

Norman Cantrell, Editer
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A Tribvute to the American
Spinet Pianeo

This little inexpensive
instrument was built by the
thousands in the 1940"= Lhrough
the 1970's many of them ars now
thirty, Torty, Tifty years old,
Theip sise £it very well in the
Hmull-huuaes that wers being
bullt then. Todsy tuners are
often called to serviece-one of
thaege durable little piano=. We
clean, regulaie, raiss the ﬂitch
and tune to remedy ysars of ne-
glect and abuse and another per—
gor iz on the road ta 1earn1ng
o play the piano.

This sturdy little pismno
who's performance level ig hot
high, none the less starts do-
ing what it has done so Taith-
fully so n=ny times in tha =St
ellowing somaone who cannot af-
ford more, to plzy +the piano.

It could be compsred to s litile
car that could go nio faster than
sixty miles an Hour bul would

go for'a hundred thoussnd miies
with little care and upkesp.
They' hed many rnames 1ike: Cable,
Lester, Jangen, Biarr, Kohler &
Camprell, Winter, Jesgsizs French,
Gulbransen, and other=. Their
strong cast iron plates had
names oo, like "Badzer™ gnd
“Wickman."

Their actions Ead names also
1ike Thayer, Wood Brocks, Wessel
Nickel ‘& Gross, and Fratt-Rezd.
A1 of which are gone now. Sat
the little splnets are gtill
here 2nd there i= little doubt
that when they are nearing one
hundred years old a tumer will
ve called to clean, regulabe,
tuna, ete... =nd the sturdy
little pisne goes orpand on.

Jack Wyatt, BIT Dallas
Reprinted from The Piano
Wire fpril, 1991
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Taehnical Tip

T know we hate to heur urlicles
on some pubjects end I am probahly

‘the lesst qualified, at laast
from a practloners standpeint,
to address the gubject of shop
gafety. If you ever took any
kind of shop in echoel it seem-
ed they spent most of the flrst
semester on shop gafety and then
left you aboul a week to do your
project. There is a resson for
this, Simply put the shop can be
5 very dangerous place mnd nesds
to/be praspected,

Whether wyou have o large
ghup ar ares simply working ocut
of your garage or basement thias
Tirat tople will apply. Salety
rule #1: @lsan up your work
area regularly. Thiz geems over-
simplified but it is the esasicst
To overlook. Clutter and things
can‘and 4o cauge accidents. Weo
have all laughed at a silent
muvie slapstick acene where the
actor gete beaned b ﬂtppping or
a:rake or'hoe. It is funny Lo
wztch but as they say, "Don't
try this at homa,"

Three simple sugzestions ean
help, First put your tools away
gt the end of each work day or
period. This asscumeés you have
found, made, or in Eome wey
assigned each tool a2 home.
Second sweap the floor and carry
out the trash. 3Sounds aimple
enough but tripping in the =hop
iz one 'of the more common acci-
dents. Thirdly féva your shop
a thorough cleaning periodically.
T'usually try to spend a good
=mount of timz at the end of
sach project, say after it is
delivered. This way I siart
with s clean shop with each
new project, Ancther way to
motivate yourself to clean up
is to agree to host chapter
meetings, I'm always surprised
how mueh junk I cart out juat
hefore each meeting.

Norman Cantrell, Ed.
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Avniloble and Wanted

Wuriltzer Vertical Grend
198k, immaculate condition
$1995,00 plus Tax,
contact Kieth MeBGavern

Gulbransan Studio, good prac-
tice piano. $095.00 plus tax
contact Kieth McCevern '

Yamaha Console N3O in dark
walnut. years old in excel-
lent condition $2100,00. Con=-
thct Gary Bruce SEACRE1S

Wanted: Good womand Iust he
anle te clean, cook, sew, dig
worms, ond clean Tish. Must
have heat and motor. TPlease
send ploture of bDodt and moior.
Ralph, P.0. box 2129, Tawkon
73502

' " Wurlitzer Grand; brown
mahogany early 1930's, $2500,00
Contact Bob Qualls Z34-6005

Vose & Sons Upright ozk cabinet
with bench. FKeys bushed, action
regulated, £275.00. Contact
Norman Cantrell 272-9687

P; ane Proverts

"There is hardly anything in
the world that some man cannot
make a little worse and sell &
1ittle cheaper, and the pmopls
who conalder price only are this
man's lawful prey.” i

John Rusklin
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Upcoming Evente

Qur next meeting will be on
Thursday April 16th. Hopafully
+he IRS will have lefit some part
of you alive and well enough To
attend, The topic of dlsgussion
will be what you mre really
warth &g a Elann.taqhnici&n and
how $o realistically Tlgure
iobs without lasing your shirt,

his will be an open forum so
come ready to discuss. The
meebing will be at 7:00 pim. AT
the OU piano shop.

The May mecting will alsoc be
ovi the 1&th, a Saturday, We
will have & technle=l on Baldwin
buckskin replacesient, Tim Hast
will share his methods for this
procesdurs. Tim has graciously
agreed to host this meeting at
his place.

DID'JA HE s
What the key button said to Lhe
easing pliers? "Don't sguoess
me tooc hard, honey, 1'm bushed.®

What the girl tuning Tork said
to| the boy tuning fork? '"You
gan't make me vibrate, Bub, I'wva
heard that piteh before,"

What the broken hammer sald to
the repairman? "Shenks, I noed-
ad that."

From FT Jourpal, Jandary-Feh-
roary 1972 lssue, pg. 15,

The Gooner Tunsr
Norman Canltrell

2251 N.W. 19th
Cklahama City, QK 73107
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