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Zregident's Mesaage

David and T wers unzple
to make contact with g spe-
cific mesgage from his own
hand. We did however dis-
cuss the topics he wished <o
strege in his article. So
with your permission T will
uge a little poetie license
%o try to caplure the liter-
ary style of our president.

Warmest koyhoard greetings
Lo 2111 T'm raally feeling
oositive sbouf the Spring
Sominar. A= the days grow
closer to this grest eventi
I zet mors and meore enthuegad
with anticipation of tho ax-
periences we will hawve the
privelidze of shuaring.

Gary Bruce share with me
a guote from correspondence
with Nick Gravagne, "Gary
I'm 'go peyched up ' Tor this
Lhat I can lbarely gonzain
myselT,." Nick pértainly
caplursd my fzelings.

We do need everyone.:to
attend our next meeting, A8
8 group we can de so much
more than aﬁy one of ud ag an
individusl. It Is not too
late to get your registration
in bl you have miesed the
early sign up digeouni. I'm
looking Lorward To sesing
you Saturday and Tor great
success in Mzreh.

David Sonham, RTT
by Norman Czntrell En,
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Mesting in Heview

Izst months meeting al Tim
hsstts planc shop was well
attended., & multi-media
presentationwas made of Lhe
soundbeacd removal Trom the
Steinwny grand. One signifi-
cant item of businens was
dizgcusgzed and pasued~ A col-
umn will be available in the
future for the purposc of
ligting pisnes Tor sale by
chapter members. In the pasl
there hup been &2 nomipgl
charge for thig servies. An
smendmant was pasasid whereby
eny member in atiendance of
a chapler meeiing may obiain
& froe listing of planos for
zale pimply by hHanding =
vwiritten oopy of such lists
to the editor of the news-
letter. (A psrsonal niois,
cshould the ‘editor e sbsent
from the mesting I authorize
the georetery o collect
such 1isls,) This should
inecreage uszeace of Lhe
fvailable and Wanled coliumn
2 well aes incresse meating
ETseNdAnce .
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Norn's Nopcent

Lagt Sundany my church
choir director told me that
there was a strange nolse in
the grand pianc in the sanct-
uary. I went to apeak with
the planist who conflirmod
that there was a noise in the
pirno, The enly prolilem wag
that she wasn't qulte =ure
whan the noise appearad. It
was one of those come and g0
nelses that only appears al
gartain timed and never whan
the technieian is present,

As 1 apoke with the pianist
we discugeed a fairly common
problem that oxists beilween
vianiets, piano teachers,
and piano techniclans, The
'rh‘ngem'iu communication.

t appears plano technicianas
have & language which we
understand and which pianists
and piano teachers are large-
1y ignorant of. We can all
agree on what tunling is gen-
erally supposed to ba. How-
ever, more technical %erms
are more widely misunderstood.
1 have had several calls from
customars whose pianocs either
wore In need of or had recent-
1y had the "pada” replaced.
I'm not sure Hhiuh_"gndﬂ"
ﬂm{- ware referring to but
it 11lustrates my point. We
“ﬁf‘" felang nnd more SpR-
¢ifionlly the Oklahoma Chapter
nead to do a better job of
educating our customers. 1
would alss like to issue a
challenge/contest to our
regdership. Please send your
faverite gar‘t, or procedure
nisnomer to the Sconesr Tuner
so we can familiarize our-
selves with oup customers
thoeught processes. In the
mean time try replacing the
*pads" In your plano if will
‘probably help it be z 1ittle
Taas “plunkey".

Horman {antrell, Editor

page 2

Upcoming Events

Our next meeting will be
this Saturday, Feb. 15th =t
2100 p.m. The meeting wiil
be held at forman Cantreli's
shop The Piano Clinic at 221
M. Douglas Ave. Our discuss-—
ion will eover the Spring =
Seminar. A this is the last
chapter meebing befope the
geminar it iz Imperative that
pe many of you ms posdible
attend. I you have been
aenlgned & particular area of
rasporisibility for the sem-
inar come prepared io give =
progrees report. IT you have-
net received an assignment
there will be lots of those
asgistant jobs available.

45 if the prospect of volun-
teer work was not enough to
entice you to come thera is
a very good probability thst
Leon Speir our Reglonal Vice
Fragident will be in =tten-
dence. If you have not met
our Regional V.P. this would
be an excellent oppertunity?

March obviously is the
month of tha Mid-America
Piano Technicians Tool Show
and Workahop. Make plans to
attend. The dates of thisz
event are March 6-8,

April will be a discuss-
ion entitled "Shop proceed-
ures; Hourly wages=-What ars
you really worth?" Thig will
be an open Torum.

In the technicsl will
cover Baldwlin hammer butt
buckekin & catcher btuckskin
replacanent. Tim Maat will
present his techniques on
thiz subfect. Watch for
dates, times, and locations
to B¢ announced later,

February 1992
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In Majesty's Secre
Et%fzée
A Sam Spinet Mini-Mystery

I found myself in England
over the holidays afler Chese
and I had attended the Burow
pean Piano Technlcians Tool |
Show and Werkehop. Chaege had
alwaya wanted to vigit Lon-
don so we had scheduled a
eouple of daye to tour the
city. We were having lunch
a2t one of those a&mall Britizh
pubs. It was almosl & hole
in Ghe wall but several of
the locals had recommended
it A5 we walted for our:
food, anong the chaos, music,
and converaation I naticed a
very well dregsed man sitiing
gcross the room. He looked
like he had stepped out of
G4 or Formals hre Us and he
seemed to ha watching va.

About halfway through
our meal the man came over fo
our table. He agked, "fAre

you Sam Spinet from the States’

Thie caught me off guard.

I gaid, "Yes I am but I don't

believe I caught your nams."
"1'm sercy,"” came the re-

Ply, "the mame's Bond, Tite

Bur}dlli

I had heard of this guy.
He wame a gecret azent for
the British govermment. His
pode name was 006,5 and he
the kind of guy that would
stick with you 1lh a jam.

"I've been seni 1o find
you, " ‘he continued, "and see
if you can help us witha
tricky situation. I need
you to accompany me to the
palace. The Queen's personal
piano has fallen victim to
international terrorists."

I pald for our mesl and
gent Chase shopping. While
Bond and T traveled fto Puck-
ingham Palace he filled me

"in ‘on the datails. It s=ems
members of R,I1.P. (Rodents
Inflltrating Pianos) had co-
vertly attacked the pimano for

Secret Servi ont.

geveral days, usually =t night
and had done exlensive damage.
I'was Tamiliar with the types
of damage having followed
members of W.I.P. (Mice In-
Filtrating Pianoa) their
American counterparts.

Whan wa arrcived T was shown
the piano. "It wasz a Enight
studlo, (What elee would you
expeot in Buckingham Palace?)
IThe damage was straightforward
enough, Bridle straps miss-
ing, felt rail chewed up, bit
the reslly concerning damagze
was the keys themselves. Sev-
eral ‘'of them at the breaks
hed been chewed dowm To the
point that only avout one
third of the wood rem=ined.

I wag concaerned for the siruc-
tural intergity following a
herd Blow the next time ihs
planc was played.

I was given full run of
a very nlce workshop in order
to facilitate repairs. 1T
carefully marked esach key
and went over to a very an-
oient bandeaw, [ eut the
key Tfrom the top at each end
of the half moon of chewing.
I Tollowed this with 8 con-
necting cut along the bottom
of the damaged arsa. Now in-
atesd of a chewed up half
moont I had a emooth rectangle
of empty space. I careful-
ly fitted a new rectangulsr
block of wopd to fit the
hele. Hond helped me find
the glue and we elamped the
repalr pieee in place. After
the glue had dried we trimmed
the eXcess from the repair
and sanded the key to smooth
1T up. Two of the Keys were
B0 severely damagad I had Lo
splice one plece on the top
of the key and then cut a
smaller pplica in from the

side of tha key. The Queen’s

Knight had been saved and I
had geen a rare. Leste of
England.

Norman Oantrell, ED.
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Teehhical Tip

A [ew monthz back Keith
MeGavern suggested using &
small surtain rod to hold
the 13d on plancs with lids
hinged on the glde. The
other day I wag tuning one
of those blessed piancs
and remembicred Kelth's sad-
vice. Unfortunately T didn't
have a gurlsin rod with me,
That was when I nmoticed the
soft pedal rod Just wailing
for me to uszz, It worked
great and I didn't have to
fry to fit it Into my fool
box. Thanks Kelth Tor your
initial perspective:

Normen Canlrell

Piano Provarks

A m=n who spends all day
drilling heles in hammer heads
has & very "boring® job.

Oklahoma PTG Personal

Gary and Jan Bruce an-
nounced at the Christmag Han-
quel that they were expecting
g tax deduction and alork
vigit somebtime in 1992. The
editor forgot To pasa this
ancouncement on in last months
newsletter., Congratulalions
elthough belated are in ordarp,

The Soonsr Tuner
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